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 A MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Welcome to our Autumn 2013 newsletter.  I am delighted to announce that last year we achieved the best 
ever GCSE results in the history of Pen y Dre High School.  74% of our Year 11 pupils passed 5 GCSE A*-Cs, 
putting us once again in the top 25% of schools in Wales for this pass rate.  Most importantly, the number 
of pupils who passed 5 GCSE A*-Cs including English and Maths shot up by a massive 19%, making us one of 
the most improved schools in Wales in this important indicator.  This is a great credit to the pupils, parents 
and staff who work closely together to ensure that we continue to raise academic standards and provide 
world class opportunities.   

Our A level results were also very pleasing- in fact, there were eight subject areas in the school that were 
awarded the coveted A* or Distinction*, showing that the quality of teaching and learning at the school 
remains very high.  Indeed, Tomas Adler (Head Boy, Goetre alumni) achieved the top male A level result in 
Merthyr, and Amy Lester (Head Girl, Gwaunfarren alumni) was amongst other A Level students who also 
performed incredibly well. 

The school is an increasingly popular destination for learners, and our numbers in Year 7 have gone up this 
year, showing the confidence parents have in us.  Indeed, Year 7 have settled in very well- they are polite and 
eager to learn.  We value the support of our local primary schools;  my ambition is that every child from Dow-
lais, Gellifaelog, Goetre, Gwaunfarren, Pant and Ysgol y Graig schools joins their designated cluster secondary 
school:  Pen y Dre High School.   We are here to ensure your child has the best education possible and it is our 
privilege to serve the local community.  Our Year 6 Open Evening is Tuesday October 8th 6.00-8.00 pm.  
We can’t wait to meet you!

Keith Maher   Headteacher

Amongst the record breaking GCSE results were:

Angharad Hagerty- 4A*, 6A, 1B (Pantysgallog alumni)
Lauren Evans 2A*, 6A, 2B (Gellifaelog alumni)
Alex Herlihy 5A, 3B, 3C (Dowlais alumni)
Alex Jones 2A*, 4A, 3B, 2C (Goetre alumni)
Anna Williams 4A*, 3A, 2B, 3C (Gellifaelog alumni)
De-Anna Matthews 2A*, 3A, 2B, 3C (Pantysgallog alumni)
Caitlin Jones 2A*, 2A, 5B, 4C (Dowlais alumni)
Bryony Foley 3A 7B 2C (Gwaunfarren alumni)
Alexandra Smith 9B 3C (Gwaunfarren alumni)

Mr Steve Jones, Head of Year 11, said, “I am so pleased that
our collective effort has paid off. Congratulations to all pupils
and their parents/guardians!”

 GCSE RESULTS 2013
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Our top A level students this year were:

Tomos Adler (Head Boy, Goetre alumni): A* Mathematics, A* Chem-
istry, A Biology, A Physics, WBQ
Amy Lester (Head Girl, Gwaunfarren alumni): Distinction* Sport, 
Distinction* IT, B Mathematics, 
C Chemistry, WBQ
Beth Phillips (Gellifaelog alumni): A* Drama, A Health and Social 
Care, B English Literature,
WBQ
Leah Harris (Gellifaelog alumni): A and B Health and Social Care, B 
History, WBQ
Teri Power (Pantysgallog alumni) : B Law, B History, C English Litera-
ture, WBQ

Tom is now studying Engineering at Bath University, and Amy is reading 
Mathematics at the University of South Wales. We wish all our students 
best wishes for their university courses and further achievements.

Congratulations to Jonathan Williams (Dowlais alumni) and Lilly 
Evans (Gellifaelog alumni) who take over as our new Y13 Head 
Boy and Head Girl. They are joined by Jamie Scrivens and Skylar 
May, new Head Boy and Head Girl of Year 11, who are both for-
mer pupils of Pantysgallog.  

The school is undergoing refurbishment in many areas, in order 
to make the school environment as good as it possibly can be. 
The main hall has been repainted, there are new internal cor-
ridor doors, and new displays are going up in the school corri-
dors.   We are also about to take delivery of more ipads in order 
to make learning both fun and interactive, and the Key Stage 
Three ‘Robotics’ club is going from strength to strength.

Year 13 have just returned from a residential stay at the Royal 
Shakepeare Company in Stratford upon Avon, where they learnt 
about Elizabeathan stagecraft before enjoying a performance 
of ‘Hamlet’. 

LATE NEWS: Well done to Jamie Jones Year 9 who has been 
called into the Wales U-15 football training squad.
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IN OTHER NEWS......


