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Welcome/ Croeso
I am delighted to welcome you to Pen y Dre High School, at the heart of our 
local community in Merthyr Tydfil.

We are immensely proud of our pupils at Pen y Dre High School, and we work 
together with parents to ensure that they succeed in their academic, sporting 
and cultural pathways. The school is a vibrant, caring and friendly centre for 
learning, with the very highest expectations for our pupils. High standards of 
teaching and learning, pastoral care and discipline are central to our vision.

We want Pen y Dre to be a school where every child realises his or her full 
potential. That is our ultimate goal; our final destination. To reach that goal, 
we have developed innovative curriculum pathways that nurture our pupils’ 
skills and abilities. We seek to bolster their esteem, so that they believe in 
themselves and aspire to success in an ever more competitive world. We want 
our pupils to work hard and to be curious about the world in which they live. 
We want them to have respect for themselves; respect for who they are and 
where they come from.

As parents, you will want the very best for your child’s education. We can as-
sure you that we strive to give pupils the very best  opportunities in every 
aspect of school life. We are happy for you to visit us to see what makes a Pen 
y Dre such a happy, vibrant and successful school.

I look forward to meeting you in the future.

Keith Maher MA NPQH FRSA  

Headteacher



      

We are working 

towards being 

recognised as a 

rights 

respecting 

school

Mission Statement

Pen y Dre High School’s mission is 
for all pupils to aspire to success, 
to achieve success and to believe 
in their success.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
         

                                                                      
        

                                                                 

                                                                 “ It is an honour to represent the pupils
                                                                                    of Pen y Dre High School. We believe that student

                                                                        voice plays a crucial role in our education, and
                                                                                          we work together with the staff to ensure that the   

                                                         school continues to move forward. 
              

                                                                       We are very proud to be Pen y Dre pupils.”                                   
                       
                                        
                                                                                                      

Our School
Pen y Dre High School is on a journey to become an outstanding school. Our academic results 
over the last two years have been the best in the school’s history, and we continue to improve. 
Over 99% of our Year 11 pupils in 2015 achieved 5 A*-G grades, with 78% achieving 5 A*-C 
grades. More pupils than ever are achieving 5 GCSE *A-C including English and Mathematics.

Our pupils are at the heart of everything we do. Visitors to the school always comment on how 
polite and well-behaved our pupils are. They are superbly led by the school’s Student Parliament.

 Student Parliament
One boy and one girl from each form class in the school is elected to become ‘Form Reps’, and 
from these pupils we elect year representatives, prefects, deputy head boys and girls and the 
ultimate honour of being Head Boy and Head Girl. Three of our recent Head Boys and Girls have    
studied and graduated from the University of Oxford, so you can see the calibre is high!

This year we are very proud of the leadership provided by our Head Boy Macauley Morgan and 
our Head Girl Libby Davies.

The student body participates in all aspects of school life including governance, and has worked 
with the Children’s Commissioner for Wales on developing the rights of young people.

The 2014 and 2015 Youth Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil are pupils of Pen y Dre High School. They are 
fantastic ambassadors for the school and for the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
         

Curriculum
Pen y Dre High School provides a broad and balanced 
curriculum at both key stage three and four in order for 
our pupils to achieve success. At key stage three (Years 
7,8,9), pupils follow the National Curriculum which com-
prises a mixture of core and foundation subjects.
 
At key stage four, all pupils follow a core of: GCSE 
Mathematics, GCSE English/Literature, GCSE Science, 
GCSE IT,  R.E., Welsh and P.E. 

The following subjects can be taken as part of the 
option choices: Art and Design, Biology, Business 
Studies, Child Care, Chemistry, Computer Aided 
Design, Humanities: History, Geography, R.E., 
Information Technology, Music, Performing Arts, 
Physics, Physical Education (Team Sports and 
Learning through the Outdoors), Spanish, Technology 
and Welsh. 

In addition there are a range of college courses that our 
pupils can attend in conjunction with College @ 
Merthyr Tydfil and other partners. These courses 
include: Building Interiors, Construction, Engineering, 
Hair and Beauty and Motor Vehicle Maintenance.

Pupils at key stage four also study the new Welsh 
Baccalaureate qualification from Year 10.

 Academic support
Pupils can receive additional support at Pen y Dre in 
order to fulfill their potential. This could be in order to 
improve their basic skills of literacy and numeracy, or in 
order to achieve higher grade passes at GCSE. We have 
a full range of strategies for our learners, 
including those with additional learning needs, and we 
are proud of ensuring that every child matters.  

More Able and Talented learners are tracked and 
supported with a bespoke programme, and we have 
developed outstanding links with the University of 
Oxford.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
     
    

The School Day 

We operate a two-week timetable, with five one hour 
lessons per day.

We start at 8.30 am and finish at 2.40pm, though staff 
are expected to be in school before the start of the 
school day and remain for at least ten minutes after its 
end. There are often meetings, extra-sessions and clubs 
running after the school day, on the weekends and in 
the holidays.

The structure of the day is:

8.30 - 8.50 Registration/ Assembly
8.50 - 9.50 Lesson 1 
9.90 - 10.50 Lesson 2 
10.50-11.05 Break
11.05-12.05 Lesson 3
12.05-1.05 Lesson 4
1.05 - 1.40 Lunch Break 
1.40-2.40 Lesson 5

Year assemblies are held during registration. 

The pattern for assemblies is: 

MAIN HALL
  
Monday     Years 7,8   
Tuesday     Years 11   
Wednesday     Phases/PSE              
Thursday               Years 9   
Friday      Years 10   

There are various clubs (including homework clubs) 
and activities (both sporting and cultural) on offer 
after the official school day ends.

There is a staff briefing at 8.20am on Monday and 
Friday mornings in the staff room.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
     
    

Pastoral Care
Pupils are organised into mixed ability form groups at 
the start of Year 7. We take great care to work with 
our primary colleagues so that pupils are grouped with 
friends and are happy in the best environment for their 
learning.

Each year group is led by a Progress Leader, who 
are managed by the Assistant Headteachers of key 
stage three (Years 7,8 and 9) and key stage four (Years 
10 and 11).

Form tutors are selected from across the school. We 
take great pride in the work of form tutors who 
support their tutor group throughout their time at Pen 
y Dre. Form tutors deliver a structured programme of 
personal, health and social eduation (PHSE).

We also employ a range of support staff who act as 
learning coaches and learning assistants to support 
your childs pastoral and academic progress.

 Homework
At Pen y Dre High School we use homework to extend 
learning. All pupils receive a planner that includes a 
diary to record homework tasks and other important 
information. Parents are expected to check the planner 
and can use it as another way to communicate with the 
school. 

 Family Support
Pen y Dre High School is an accredited Investor in 
Families. We have a Team around the Family co-ordina-
tor who works to ensure all families can access sup-
port and advice about all aspects of school life.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
     
    

Extended learning
Pen y Dre High School is able to offer a range of 
extra-curricular opportunities in order to provide the 
very best education for our pupils, broadening their 
learning outside of the traditional classroom.

Some of the extra-curricular opportunites we offer 
are listed below, but this is not an exhaustive list and 
new opportunities are always opening up:

* Business In the Community- a mentoring 
programme where pupils work with world class  
international companies such as Legal and General, 
British Airways and British Gas. 
*Air League Glider Scholarship- pupils selected fly 
glider planes and are given a chance to qualify as pi-
lots
* ‘Superschools’ international sporting event- we 
represent Wales in this competition
*Drama and musical productions
*Creative writing and public speaking
*Robotics club, coding club, minecraft club
*Extra-music tuition, choir and school bands
*5x60 sports clubs- football, rugby, netball, table-tennis 
are amongst sports offered at lunch and after school
*Subject clubs including Art and Welsh
*Duke of Edinburgh Award
*Theatre and cinema trips
*Museum and cultural visits
*Winter ski-trip with Aberdare Community School
*Barcelona summer trip
*School, eco and transition councils

 What next?
Pupils are fully supported to make the right choices 
at the end of key stages three and four by a range of 
dedicated staff including those from Careers Wales.
 
We are always here to help parents and pupils make 
the right choices in order to achieve success.

Pen y Dre pupils enter a wide range of professions 
and trades including engineering, law, professional 
sports, medicine, and teaching.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

Facilities
Pen y Dre High School is able to offer unrivalled 
facilities for its pupils and the wider community.

In addition to our academic facilities, such as several 
wi-fi IT suites with ipads, our site also offers:

*25 metre indoor heated swimming pool

*artificial surface sports court for football and hockey

*fitness and spin bike suite

*full sized outdoor football and rugby pitches

*sports hall

*gymnasium

 Community Use
In 2014-2015 thousands of members of the 
community used our facilities outside school hours. 
Working with Merthyr Leisure services, the school 
hosts activities such as :

*Merthyr Tydfil FC football academy

*rugby training

*’Baby Splash’ swimming club

*Merthyr trampolining club

*fitness club

*gymnastics

If you are interested in finding out more about our 
community facilities, please contact the school directly 
or Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Services.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

Welsh Provision
Pen y Dre High School is proud of our Welsh heritage 
and the language plays an important part in the life of 
the school.

We deliver Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig and ensure pupils 
understand and celebrate the national and international 
context of Wales and its language.

We undertake many activities which promote the use 
of Welsh, such as:
*Bilingual signs
*Teaching Welsh throughout the year groups
*Offering short and full course Welsh at GCSE
*Conducting assemblies and open evenings which 
include a Welsh theme
*Encouraging spoken Welsh in school
*Participation in Urdd and Menter events
*Llangrannog trip
*Inter-house competitions
*Annual Eisteddfod
*Participation in regional and national Eisteddfod
* Welsh Every Day Programme

 
 Religious Education
 
This is a compulsory element of the curriculum. 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from 
this aspect of the curriculum, as they have the right to 
withdraw their children from the Daily Act of 
Collective Worship. Parents wishing to exercise these 
rights should write to the Headteacher.

Daily Act of Collective      
Worship
It is important for our pupils to explore and share 
beliefs, consider the importance of prayer, meditation 
and silence, think about the needs of others and 
develop a sense of community. The ‘thought for the 
week’ is delivered in assembly time and considered 
and explored during tutor time.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

Sports

 Superschools
Sports and physical education is a very strong feature 
of life at Pen y Dre High School. We are the only Welsh 
school that competes in the multi-discipline European 
sports tournament. ‘Superschools’. Getting into this 
team is very high status for our young men and 
women, and membership has taken our pupils to 
countries such as Sweden, France and Iceland.In 2014 
we were proud to host the tournament, and in 2015 
our team competed in Gravelines in France. Many of 
our elite sportsmen and women have gained 
representative honours for their region and for Wales.

 Team games
 We want all our pupils to partcipate in sports in order 
to receive the health, well-being and social benefits that 
leading an active and healthy lifestyle bring. Our sports 
teams are vibrant and successful including rugby, 
football (male and female teams), netball, basketball 
and athletics (track and field).

 Learning through the 
outdoors
A very popular feature of our provision at key stage 
four is our ‘learning through the outdoors’ pathway. If 
pupils select this option, they can participate in the 
following activities:
*canoeing
*kyaking
*orienteering
*camping
*abseiling

Welsh Rugby Union Partner
Pen y Dre High School is working in conjunction with 
the Welsh Rugby Union and Central South consortium 
to improve pupils’ physical literacy and well being. A 
rugby hub officer, Mr Ashby, has started working with 
us and we hope to develop as a centre of excellence 
for rugby in Merthyr Tydfil and beyond.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

Uniform
PEN Y DRE School Uniform from September 2015 is 
designed to be simple but smart.The school uniform is:
for girls:

•	 plain	black	skirt	or	plain	straight	black	
           school trousers
•	 black	jumper	with	green	trim	and	school	badge/					
	 or	black	cardigan	with	green	trim	and	school				
           badge
•	 plain	collared	white	shirt	
•	 school	clip	tie
•	 black	school	shoes	not	trainers
for boys:
•	 plain	straight	black	school	trousers
•	 black	jumper	with	green	trim	and	school	badge
•	 plain	collared	white	shirt	
•	 school	clip	tie	
•	 black	school	shoes	not	trainers
The summer term optional uniform for both girls and 
boys:

•	 green	polo	shirt	with	school	logo	Years	7,8,9
•	 grey	polo	shirt	with	school	logo	Year	10,11
•	 plain	black	skirt/trousers	(girls)
•	 plain	black	trousers	(boys)
•	 black	school	shoes

Please note:
•	 School	jumper/cardigan	and	tie	are	compulsory
•	 Existing	 jumpers/sweatshirts	 with	 school	 badge	
will	be	allowed	until	a	replacement	is	needed
•	 There	 is	 an	 option	 of	 a	 new	 school	 hoodie	 to	
wear	 to	 and	 from	 school	 if	 desired	 over	 the	 school	
uniform
•	 There	is	an	option	of	a	new	school	coat	to	wear	
to	and	from	school	if	desired	over	the	school	uniform
•	 Plain	non-school	coats	 will	be	allowed	over	the	
school	uniform,	but	not	non-school	‘hoodies’

The	 following	 items	 are	 not	 allowed:	 leggings,	 jeans,	
tight	or	slim	-fit	trousers,	baggy	trousers,	tracksuit	bot-
toms,	canvas	shoes,	shoes	or	clothing	with	logos	other	
than	the	school	badge,	base	layers,	hats/	baseball	caps.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

School Discipline
Pen y Dre’s behaviour code is based on the values 
of respect for oneself and others: one’s own person 
and the person of others and one’s own personal pos-
sessions and the personal possessions of others. Re-
spect, too, for the dignity and self-esteem of oneself 
and of others whatever their role in the school - sup-
port staff, teachers or pupils.

Respect is demonstrated in the following ways:
*being considerate of others as you would wish them 
to be considerate to you; 
*being prepared mentally (being prepared to learn) 
and materially (having the correct equipment) when 
attending lessons;
*being honest and open in all dealings with 
others and in respecting their possessions;
*being self-aware particularly of the effect one’s 
actions can have on others;
*being present:  effective learning cannot take 
place without good attendance

Pen y Dre’s work code is based on the values of enter-
prise and performance. Enterprise and performance 
is demonstrated in the following ways:

*working hard in school and at home to ensure that 
you give of your best;
*developing the essential skills that underpin all 
achievement: communication, number, ICT, research 
skills, working with others, problem solving, 
managing your workload;
*taking part in extra curricular activities which 
contribute to your growth as a person;
*putting something back into the community that
 nurtured you;
*having an action plan for your future progress, and 
seeking help about how to realise your goals.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

Equal Opportunities
At Pen y Dre High School we continuously strive to 
ensure that everyone is treated with respect and 
dignity. Each person in our school will be given fair 
and equal opportunities to develop their full 
potential and access education with positive regard 
to their gender, ethnicity, culture and religious 
background, sexuality or disability. We value and 
celebrate diversity and aim to ensure that the 
curriculum reflects the issues and needs of a diverse 
society. We are opposed to all forms of 
discrimination, inequality and harassment.

 Health, Safety and Access
It is the policy of the Headteacher and 
Governing Body to provide and maintain safe and 
healthy working conditions, access, equipment and 
systems of work for its staff and students. To ensure 
this the school provides relevant training in 
conjunction with Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
Council.

 Security
To ensure the safety of pupils and staff access to the 
school is controlled by electronic key fob during the 
school day. Visitors are required to report to the Main 
office on arrival. All staff and visitors are required to 
wear identification. Closed Circuit Television 
cameras (CCTV) monitor visitor and pupil 
movement on site.

 Safeguarding
Our pupils have a right to be safe and child 
protection is of the utmost importance for us. We 
take the health, safety and well-being of our pupils 
very seriously. The identified child protection 
officers for the school are: Mr J. Davies, Mrs 
V. Prosser, Mr S. Jones and Mrs A. Jones. 



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

“The 
teachers 
always 

went the 
extra 
mile.”

“My 
school 

was 
vital to 

my 
develop-
ment.”

 A Case Study
Pen y Dre pupils achieve great things in school and 
in their lives This is the story of former Head Boy 
David (Carwyn) Adler:

The Salters’ Institute offers up to ten prizes to final-
year undergraduates studying at UK universities. 
Candidates are expected to obtain a First Class 
Honours Degree in either Chemistry or 
Chemical Engineering. The Department of 
Engineering Science is delighted to announce that 
David Adler (Oriel College, University of Oxford) 
has won the Salters’ Graduate Prize in Chemical 
Engineering.

David Adler (centre) is seen here with Professor Sir 
John Holman, Master of the Salters’ Company and 
on the right is HRH Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan 
of Jordan. This year Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sumaya bin El Hassan, President of the Royal 
Scientific Society of Jordan, presented the Awards.

David Adler said: “I chose the chemical engineering 
route during my undergraduate studies as I always 
enjoyed chemistry at school and its application. .

David added: “My secondary school state education 
was vital to my development...I would have never 
achieved all that I have to date without the support 
of the fantastic teachers. The teachers always went 
the extra mile to provide and make sure we were 
subject to no disadvantage in our education. 

I hope that my path will serve as some sort of 
example that with great teachers and hard work 
anyone no matter what background can achieve”.

David is working for BP in Aberdeen as a Reservoir 
Engineer on BP’s Upstream Challenge Programme. 
He said: “I believe that chemical engineering has an 
important part to play in the coming years and I
 really do believe it has a key role in solving the 
world’s energy problems whether it’s through 
improving efficient use of current non-renewables 
or the development of alternative energy options”.



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

 Find out more
If you are interested in our school then feel free to 
pay us a visit. We have an annual open Evening  but 
another way to find out more is to see for yourself 
what the school is like during the day. At our school 
every day is an ‘open day’ and we welcome visits 
from prospective parents.

 Primary Cluster
The Pen y Dre High Cluster consists of the following 
schools:
*Dowlais Primary
*Gellifaelog Primary
*Goetre Primary
*Gwaunfarren Primary
*Pantyscallog Primary
*Ysgol y Graig Primary

 Contact us
Pen y Dre High School
Merthyr Tydfil
CF47 9BY

Telephone:01685 351845
email: office@penydre.merthyr.sch.uk
moodle: www.merthyr14-19.co.uk/penydre 
Twitter@penydre



                                                
                                                                                                                                            
   
   
  
 

School Performance 2014/2015
Schools are required to give parents information on the previous year’s academic perfor-
mance. 2014/2015 saw the best academic results in the history of Pen y Dre School across 
almost every important measure. They are summarised as follows:

Key Stage Three (end of Year 9 results)

Pen y Dre High School is on a journey to become an outstanding school. Our academic re-
sults over the last three years have been the best in the school’s history, and we continue to 
improve. 

In 2014/15:
1. 86% of pupils achieved a L5+ in English (84% boys, 88% girls)
2. 88% of pupils achieved a L5+ in Maths (92% boys, 84% girls)
3. 86% of pupils achieved a L5+ in Science (82% boys, 90% girls)
4. 81% of pupils achieved a L5+ in all three combined (80% boys, 82% girls)

  Key Stage Four (end of Year 11 results)

In 2014/15:
1. 39.13% of pupils achieved the L2+ (5 GCSE A*-C including English and Maths)
2. 78% of pupils achieved the L2 (5 GCSE A*-C)
3. 99% of pupils achieved the L1 (5 GCSE A*-G)
4. 25% of pupils achieved the CSI (5 GCSE A*-C including English, Maths and Science)
5. The capped points score (best 8 GCSE average across year group was 328.0 points)

  Targets 2015/16

Schools are required to set and publish targets by the Welsh Assembly Government. The 
targets that are set can by amended if they are seen as too high or too low. The targets that 
we set are intended to be realistic, manageable, challenging and attainable.

At key stage four the 2015/16 targets are;
1. L2+ -48%
2. L2+ FSM 37%
3. L2 78%
4. L1 98%
5. CPS 330.0
6. CSI 47%
7. L2 English 51%
8. L2 Maths 50%
9 L2 Science 75%


