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 Aspire Achieve Believe
Welcome to this edition of the Pen y Dre Newsletter.  Where to begin?!

It has been quite a year for pupils and staff at Pen y Dre High School. The school was recently visited 
by football superstar Thierry Henry, and Premier League footballers are supporting a boys’ literacy 
project at the school.  Outgoing Head Girl Emma Morgan is currently Sky Sports Welsh Student of the 
Year, and new Head Boy Macauley Morgan came first in the national Urdd Eisteddfod in Caerphilly 
last week.  Year 10 girls recently spoke at the National Assembly to inform the political debate around 
healthy relationships, and the school is currently working in partnership with British Air League giving 
pupils the opportunity to fly glider planes. Two lucky pupils will even receive pilot scholarships.  Our 
new Head Girl Libby is one of very few students recently selected by the Welsh Government for a 
prestigious work experience placement with Judicium PLC in London. 

But firstly let’s remember the moment ex- France, Arsenal and Barcelona world football superstar 
Thierry Henry became a staff member of Pen y Dre High School and surprised our Year 11 Head Girl 
Emma with her Sky Sports ‘Living for Sport’ Student of the Year for Wales 2015 award. What an honour 
for Emma, her parents and Pen y Dre High School! This story attracted world wide press interest and 
Emma has been interviewed by local, national and international press about her achievements.

  PEN Y DRE AWARD CEREMONIES- WE JUST DO IT BETTER!ITtle 
bit better!
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A state of the art learning resource centre was officially opened in June 2015 at Pen y Dre High 
School by Mr Huw Lewis AM, Minister for Education and Skills. As part of the School Challenge 
Cymru programme, the school has received a substantial capital investment from the Welsh Gov-
ernment in order to develop a brand new resource centre with the latest in teenage fiction, text-
books, Apple ipad and wi-fi technology, bespoke seating and shelving.

The spacious new Learning Resource Centre was built by local company ECAS, employing high 
quality local trades, and will be available for pupils before and after the school day, as well as in 
lesson time, in order to support their learning. The ambition is to eventually open the space as a 
community resource in the evenings.

Head teacher Keith Maher said, “This facility provides our pupils with a truly wonderful state of the 
art learning space. They now have the newest books, the latest Apple ipads and iMacs, the most 
up to date software and the very latest reading schemes and technology in order to support their 
learning. We are very grateful to the Welsh Government for this significant financial investment; the 
learning resource centre will be a lasting legacy for our pupils and community.”

 New Learning Resource Centre Opens!

During the Summer term, thirty of our More Able and Talented pupils in Year 9 and 10 will be 
participating in the University of Alberta's Institute for Space Science, Exploration and Technol-
ogy event hosted locally.

During the five-day program, Space Academy Trainees explore the many areas of space with 
real space scientists and astonauts. Trainees design and launch model rockets, make galaxies, 
build interactive robots, experience virtual reality, simulate working at mission control and take 
pictures of earth by sending a camera 30km into the atmosphere on a weather balloon. What 
awonderful opportunity for our pupils!
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 Urdd Eisteddfod 2015

Mr 

Barton here. In 

June we took a group of MAT 

learners to my former university, the 

University of Cambridge, to learn all about life here 

and the opportunites available to students from 

Pen y Dre. Here you can see us punting down 

the Cam on a glorious sunny day!

Nineteen pupils from Pen y Dre High School competed in the finals of the National Urdd Eisteddfod 
at Caerphilly during half term. They had won the right to take part after winning their competitions 
at the County Eisteddfod at Ysgol Rhydywaun in March. The pupils from across year 7-10 competed 
in individual and group recitation competitions against other schools from all over Wales and 
achieved great success. The group from year 7-9 reached the stage final, appearing live on S4C and 
came 2nd overall in a very close competition. Lewis Leigh from year 8 competed in the individual 
competition, putting in an excellent performance in the qualifying round and narrowly missing out 
on the stage final. The group from year 10, competing against groups from up to and including year 
13, were exceptional in reaching the stage final, finishing in 3rd place. Finally Macaulay Morgan, part 
of the year 10 group went on to reach the stage final in the individual competition for pupils be-
tween year 10 -13.  The recitation piece for this competition was titled “Y Sbectol Hud” “The Magic 
Glasses”. Macaulay was outstanding in reaching the stage final, again against much older pupils, and 
in a performance full of expression and charisma went onto to win the final. Headteacher Mr Maher 
commented “We are very proud of this fantastic performance by our pupils. A lot of hard work and 
dedication has gone into their outstanding achievements”
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Graphic Moves Exhibition
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From Friday June 5 – Sunday June 28, The River-
front in Newport will house ‘Graphic Moves’, an 
exhibition of film, sculpture, and sound created 
by young artists from Pen y Dre High School in 
Merthyr Tydfil. - Graphic Moves is part of the Pro-
ductive Margins programme, an Economic and 
Social Research Council funded venture bringing 
together community organisations and social 
enterprises in Bristol and South Wales. The proj-
ect also sees collaboration between academics 
from the University of Bristol, Cardiff University, 
and the University of Aberdeen. - Working with 
academics, community partners and artists, the 
Productive Margins programme aims to release 
the creativity, knowledge and passions of young 
people . 

The event is part of a series of exhibitions co-
produced by young people and the artists. At 
this event, young artists from Merthyr have cre-
ated exhibition pieces about their relationship 
with their town and landscape. - Dr Gareth M. 
Thomas, a Research Associate in the School of 
Social Sciences, says of the event: “The exhibi-
tion is a fantastic outlet for young people from 
Merthyr Tydfil to demonstrate their talents and 
highlight the relationship they have with their 
town and their landscape. It also provides a dif-
ferent perspective of Merthyr, a place often sub-
jected to unfair and disparaging portrayals in 
the wider media.”

The exhibition will then move to The Redhouse 
in Merthyr.
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University of Oxford Access Programme
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Pen y Dre High School is proud that five of our pu-
pils have graduated from the world class University 
of Oxford in the last seven years, reading subjects 
as varied as jurisprudence (law), music and engi-

neering. This term Mr Davies took  our latest group 
of highly able and talented pupils to Oxford to 

learn about life as an Oxford student and the ap-
plication and selection process. They were able to 
participate in a science lecture from undergradu-

ates at St. Hilda’s and Jesus College.
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Mr Jacklin leads the way!

We were delighted to learn in March 2015 
that our very own Mr Jacklin, Head of P.E. here 
at Pen y Dre, won the Merthyr Half Marathon 
in an incredible time of 1 hour and 15 min-
utes. What an inspiration to our young ath-
letes! 
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We were delighted to learn in March 2015 
that our very own Mr Jacklin, Head of P.E. here 
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Llangrannog 2015

Year 7 and 8 pupils have just returned 
from an excellent visit to Llangrannog. 
They were accompanied by 120 pupils 
from our Primary feeder schools in a 
fantastic 3 days full of activities. From 
ski-ing to go-karting, to horseriding 
and an assault course, all pupils enjoyed 
the trip, got the chance to practice their 
Welsh in a social environment and even 
saw the sun on the last day!
Da iawn pawb!  
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All smiles from Jamie in Year 10 after 
being awarded his first Wales u-16 
football cap after playing against 
Iceland, Faroe Islands and Northern 
Ireland. 
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Sporting success at Pen y Dre!



This month pupils have been involved in a range of curricular and 
extra-curricular opportunities within ICT. Mr Price has organised a 
series of activities with Technocamps that has involved our learn-

ers improving their coding using Rasperry Pi computers, Kodu and 
Python programming. 

I.T. and Robotics

Stockmarket Challenge 2015

Over the year a Mathematics club has been running at 
lunchtime for Year 7, where year 10 act as mentors to 
help younger pupils develop problem solving skills.

A group of year 10 mentors also recently visited  Cardiff 
Metropolitan University to participate in the ‘stock mar-
ket challenge 2015’ run by First Campus. Here our pupils 
pitted their wits against other budding stock  brokers, 
bankers and traders in order to learn more about the 
world of finance and global finance and investment mar-
kets.
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More Sporting Success at Pen y Dre
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Air League 2015

This term fourteen Year 10 and 11 pu-
pils participated in a gliding taster ses-
sion at South Wales Gliding Club in Usk 
as part of the Air League Gliding Schol-
arship Programme. Pen y Dre is  the 
only school in Wales out of five in the 
whole of the UK to be awarded this op-
portunity. This inspirational and educa-
tional experience is designed to show 
pupils that aviation could be a realistic 
career option. Two of our pupils will be 
selected to attend a two week training 
programme to gain their solo glider pi-
lot licence following a selection process 
at the British Airways 
Maintenance Centre in Cardiff.
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     This term, Year 11 enjoyed a perfomance of J.B.Priestly’s classic play at the school.

STEM Girls Into Engineering

der a future role as an engineer!

‘An Inspector Calls’ at Pen y Dre High School
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As we move towards the end of another successful 
academic, cultural and sporting year at Pen y Dre, we 
again give thanks to all the hard work of our won-
derful pupils, our fantastic staff and of course all the 
parents who give the school such great support. 

Next year promises to be even better, and we are all 
looking forward to seeing our pupils in their smart 
new uniform. 

Pen y Dre is a smaller, community -focused school 
where pupils are happy, respectful and eager to 

learn. If you want to find out more please follow us 
on twitter @penydre, look at our website: 

www.penydre.merthyr.sch.uk 
or pay us a visit!
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