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  ‘My son loves Year Seven. I’ve never seen him so happy.’ 

 A message from the Headteacher
Welcome to our Winter 2014 newsletter.  The Autumn Term at Pen y Dre High School has been a very success-
ful and productive period for the school, and I would like to say a special thanks to you, as parents and guard-
ians, for your incredible support for the school which is the key to our continued success.

At Christmas time we are very mindful of those who may need our kindness and friendship; pupils have been 
working hard to fundraise for our designated charities and they are happy to think of others as well as them-
selves at this special time of the year.

On behalf of the staff and pupils of Pen y Dre High School, may I wish you all a very ‘Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!’

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!

Keith Maher  Headteacher

We held a moving and powerful remembrance service at the school in 
November organised by our Welsh teacher Mr Morgan, with 
contributions from the Royal British Legion. Pupils remembered fallen 
servicemen of Merthyr, and all those who have lost their lives in conflict, 
by planting a wooden cross in our remembrance garden.  Royal British 
Legion member Mr Fred Evans recounted tales of American soldiers 
stationed in Merthyr, who later fought on Omaha Beach during the D-
Day allied landings in WW2.  A very profound and respectful time- our 
pupils  were an absolute credit and their conduct was impeccable.

 Remembrance 2014

 Christmas Concerts

Due to the popularity and talent of our choirs, singers and musicians at 
this festive time we were delighted to take a lead in two concerts, one at 
Elim Church and one here at school. Both events were well attended and 
added festive cheer to this most special time of the year. 

Thanks indeed to Mrs Matthews, Mrs Roberts and to all staff, parents and 
pupils who made these events so enjoyable. 



  

Some of our more able and talented pupils in KS4 have been working with 
Legal and General as part of our Business Class this term. They have been 
working with mentors provided by Legal and General to sharpen up skills 
such as employability and financial literacy.  Mentors from the company 
have been impressed with our pupils, so much so that Pen y Dre has 
become a pilot school for this initiative and we are being used as a tem-
plate for rolling out the project across the UK.  Another first for Pen y Dre! 

The initiative is part of the wider Business in the Community scheme which 
encourages our pupils to set their sights high by working with highly 
successful role models from world class companies. 

ASPIRE ACHIEVE BELIEVE !

Our sports teams at Pen y Dre have really excelled this term.  Rugby, 
football and netball has gone from strength to strength, and a particular 
highlight has been the squad selection process for Superschools 2015 
in France.  We end this term with our inter-house sports competition, 
which should be lots of fun, and of course we were delighted to host 
our friends from Bancroft’s independent School in London who played 
rugby against our Year 7.   Our U-13 girls football team, pictured right, are 
through to the national section of the Welsh Schools FA Cup.  No wonder 
they look so happy!

  ‘A very good school with an outstanding culture’ ESTYN

 Business Class with Legal and General

Sporting Success at Pen y Dre

 

Have a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas from the staff and pupils 

of Pen y Dre High School. 


